Maleny Hotel Pavilion Maleny & Hinterland Real Estate Marquee Story Stars Shed | Dairy Arcade

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30 Break / Entertainment

12:30 - 1:30

1:30 - 2:00

2:00 - 3:00

3:00 - 3:30

3:30 - 4:30

4:30 - 5:00

SUNDAY 3 MAY - MALENY SHOWGROUNDS

The Nocturnals
Friendship shining through the darkness

Frances Whiting - The Nocturnals
in conversation with Kimberley Allsop

Sponsored by REMAX Hinterland Real Estate

Meet the Authors / Book Signings

All That Glitters

Uncovering the secrets behind the facade
Natasha Lester - The Chateau on Sunset
Mary-Lou Stephens - The Hobart Hotel

Sarah Clutton - The Bookshop of Buried Pasts

Chair: Hayley Saunders
Sponsored by Maleny Jewellers

Meet the Authors / Book Signings

Changing Orbit

Navigating new beginnings and
second chances

Cathy Kelly - The Island Retreat
Sophie Green - Lessons in Love at the
Seaside Salon

Kimberley Allsopp - Rise and Shine
Chair: Karen Farrell

Sponsored by Seasons IGA Maleny

Meet the Authors / Book Signings

Lighting the Way

Writing as a beacon for women'’s safety
Georgia Harper - Dove

Jessica Mansour-Nahra - 7he Farm
Gabbie Stroud - 7he Angry Wives Club
Chair: Jo Skinner

Sponsored by Brant Property
supporting Speak Up Now: Stop DFV

Meet the Authors / Book Signings

Stellar Women

Redefining what it means to soar

Robin Bailey - Flamingos Aren’t Born Pink
Deborah Lawrie - Touching the Sky

Cate Green - Rewriting 2:33

Chair: Roxanne McCarty-O’Kane
Sponsored by Ignite & Write Workshops

Meet the Authors / Book Signings

Dark Matter

Stories of crime, conscience and shadow worlds

Tim Ayliffe - Dark Desert Road
Michael Burge - Dirt Trap

Luke Johnson - King Tide
Chair: Georgia Harper
Sponsored by James Frames

Through the Lens

Intimate glimpses of art, identity and creative risk

Claire Thomas - On Not Climbing Mountains
Karen Farrell - Stella’s Next Act

Emily Lighezzolo - Life Drawing

Chair: Victoria Hall

Sponsored by Judy Coey Optometry

Out of the Shadows

Tales of conflict, courage and consequence
Grantlee Kieza - Ellen Savage and the Heroes of
AHS Centaur

Camille Booker - Code Name Funnel Web

lan Kemish - Two [slands

Chair: Claire Booth

Sponsored by Timeline Heritage

New Frontiers

Shaping our world through science

and technology

Geraint F. Lewis - The Shortest History of Reality
Richard King - Brave New Wild

David Gillespie - The Attention Recovery Plan
Chair: Bill Crozier

Interconnected Worlds

Exploring humanity’s connection to the wild
Darryl Jones - [Be]Wilder

Katherine Johnson - Every Wild Soul

Inga Simpson - Once We Were Wildlife
Chair: Jane Frank

Alpha-PET ZOO-p
Dan Munday
9:00-10:00

(Ages 2-8

+ families)

Petting Zoo

9:00 - 3:00

A Most Magical
Adventure
Story - Writing
Workshop
(Ages 8-13)
Karen Foxlee
10.30-12.00

Kid - A Small Goat
on a Big
Adventure

(All Ages)

Peter Carnavas
12.30-2.00

Sponsored by
Queensland
Country Bank

Ask Amy Anything
Amy Coomer with
Steph Maker
2.30-3.30pm
(Ages 15-25)

Indie Book
and Gift
Market

9:00 - 3:00
Free Entry

The
perfect place
to find
literary gifts
for
Mothers Day!

Reading
Salon
throughout
the day

about his

Big Sky

(Check
chalkboard)

Hinterland
SCHWF

Under the Stars

SUN 37%° MAY
6:30 PM

with special guests,
featuring acclaimed author
Bruce Pascoe

talking to Ken ‘Wishaw, Director
of Australasian Dark Sky Alliance

ew book

when the emu left the earth

Flaxton Gardens,
313 Flaxton Drive, Flaxton

Sunshine Coast

SUNDAY 3 MAY - FLAXTON GARDENS

>

Writers Festival

MONDAY 4 MAY - FOR WRITERS

The Red Room

Rosetta Books

Verandah Room
Maleny Community

9:00-10.30

11:00-12.30

1:00-2.30

3:00-4:30

WRITING PRACTICE
SEMINARS

Pitch Like a Star: Winning
Over Agents & Publishers
Sophie Hamley

Writing with Sensitivity

and Respect: ICIP (Indigenous
Cultural Intellectual Property)
Protocols and Language

Tess Merlin

I’'m Online, Now What?

How to Build Your Universe of
Readers

Jemma Pollari

Who Owns the Story: Writing
Family Memoir with Care,
Courage & Consequence
Mary Garden & Gay Liddington

Centre

WRITING CRAFT
WORKSHOPS

Nature Writing Now
Inga Simpson

Writing Australian
Gothic Fiction
Jessica Mansour-Nahra

The ABCs of Writing
for Children
Kate Foster

Out of this World: World
Building for Fantasy
Writers

Kathleen Jennings



SATURDAY 2 MAY - FEATURE EVENTS MALENY SHOWGROUNDS MAP

8:00-9:00 First Light - An Opening Breakfast §

Gather for breakfast in the Yarning Circle with acclaimed First Nations
authors Debra Dank and Maria van Neervan.

8:00-11:00 Celestial Currents - A Walk and Workshop

Meet Platypus Whisperer, Neil Andison at Tranquil Getaways on Obi to
discover our curious residents on a nature walk along the Obi, followed by
an immersive Nature Poetry Writing Workshop with award-
winning poetJane Frank. Includes light refreshments.

10:00-12:00 Heavenly Escape — A Luxurious Devonshire Tea

CAMPING
Contact
Maleny Show Society | |

CHEEK STREET

o SCHWF

- ‘v‘s
a. MALENY
& HOTEL
"\ PAVILION

MALENY-STANLEY RIVER ROAD

Sunshine Coast Hinterland

Journey fromisland hideaways to Hollywood chateaus with Cathy Kelly and NOT IN USE = =
Natasha Lester in conversation with Dr Janet Lee, while enjoying a / : erte rs FeStlva I
Devonshire Tea overlooking the Glass House Mountains at The Barrel. | —carow o
. - MALENY :
12:00-3:00 Sun-Drenched Soiree — A Long-Table Garden Lunch .
s SHOWGROUNDS Angia srmeRT Y | May 2026:
Tour the Prout Community Gardens and rainforest followed by a . ¥ ARINE) Gold Coin Donation
Long- Table Lunch in the garden with ABC Gardening's Hannah Moloney. iR AT Q\S?Mg > mon . R A0 . A Constel Iat|on of Sto”es
Includes a delicious fully plant-based menu and refreshing drinks. : ; |
Thank you to our Thank you to our
1:00-5:00 Songwriting Workshop Major Partners Platinum Sponsors e b
Learn how to create music and lyrics that reflect your own creativity with —_— _— ¥ ;' ,' G Eve I‘y VOICG a Sta I’
accpomplished singer-songwriter Andrea Kirwin. by ther?iiagrz%prg;raem _maIEHYhOtEL % Every StO ry a Ilg ht

\N( sunshine coast

Join Kim Herringe and Karen Shaw at The Little Red Cottage for the COUNCIL
opening of an intimate exhibition of artist books. __ TV
Exhibition runs 1-10 May (closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays). SCHWF is a Program partner of C%@zégfﬁ_(%&ﬂm&

Horizon Festival 2026
6:00-8:45 Starlit Showdown Poetry Slam

Sit back under the hinterland stars as words collide and bold voices light up

L
the night at Maleny Lane! A fun, energetic highlight of our program, I I nr|7n n

hosted by Nick Grivas from Liquid Lyrics. Half-time musical entertainment
by Andrea Kirwin. Street food available for purchase.

P
e

Maleny Mak L.
SATURDAY 2 MAY - SATELLITE EVENTS Commtmity Arts FHE BARREL

Gt (o -}:f(jm-_.-/-

8:00-12:00 Nambour Indie Book & Gift Market

The perfect place to find literary gifts for Mother's Day!
Nambour Library Forecourt.

) KOSETTH DOOKS Councillzrwrniissiohnston

Festival Bookseller for supporting SCHWF

9:30-11:00 Starry Horizons: Writing Memoir as Self-Discovery . - H . :
. =~ Horizon

Explore and celebrate your expansive selfin this practical,
craft-based workshop with Paul Williams at Namba Place, Nambour.

VARIOUS Author Pitching Sessions == |

Have a manuscript ready to go? Pitch your work to publishers and agents. ST
Visit our website for more details.

Sunshine Coast 0 @sunshinecoasthinterlandwritersfestival
Hinterland
Writers Festival @] @schwritersfestival

www.schwritersfestival.com.au




